Original Communications. [July, Mr. Syme does not refer in direct terms to excision of the whole of the os calcis; and, indeed, the idea of such a thing probably never occurred to him, as he says?" When the os calcis alone is affected, the disease may be extirpated by making a crucial incision on the fibular side, and then digging out the carious part with the gouge." He July 26th, 1852, the operation was performed. The disease was carious. " On the fourth day the dressings were removed, and almost complete union was found to have taken place between the cut surfaces."
The 12 cases here given do not, perhaps, include every instance of excision of the os calcis; yet they are all that I have been able to collect, and are sufficient to form a basis of inquiry into the merits of the operation.
1853.]
On Excision of the Os Colds.
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The frequent occurrence of disease of the bones composing tlie anklejoint?for, says Mr. Syme, :<next to the knee-joint, the ankle is the most common seat of white swelling"?and the importance of preserving so useful a member as the foot, render this operation a valuable addition to surgery.
All the patients were males, excepting one. This is no peculiarity; for diseases of bones are much more common, for obvious reasons, in males than in females. All the patients were under 30 years, and the majority under 20 years of age; so that caries of the os calcis is a disease, as far as these observations show, of youth. All the patients, without exception, were of a scrofulous diathesis; and, it may be added, for the most part liad lived in ill-drained situations, and on unnutritious and scanty food.
Their occupations in some cases were such as to favour the development of scrofulous disease; while others were probably of a healthy nature. It may be remarked, however, that in those cases where the occupation was healthy, some accidental circumstance produced the disease; thus, in the pitman, in the sailor, and in the country-lad, the entrance of a nail into the heel, and the friction of a shoe, were thought to have originated the mischief in the calcaneum.
And, on the other hand, where the employment was, in all probability, unhealthy, as in the cases of the milk-girl, the painter, and the glass-maker, no such accidental cause was needed to produce the disease; inflammation, either simple or erysipelatous, was sufficient to call it forth.
Possibly, however, the inflammation in these cases was rather the external manifestation of the internal disease than the cause of that disease.
In whatever way the causation of the disease be looked at, it cannot be doubted, that with it the scrofulous constitution of the patient was intimately concerned; and it is probable that the so-called causes were only such in so far as they called forth, at a particular point, the local manifestation of a general or constitutional disorder.
As regards the duration of the disease : it varied from eight weeks to ten years.
The latter instance shows how long it may be kept at bay, yet also proves its incurability without operative interference.
The morbid anatomy of those diseases of the calcaneum which call for its removal, appears to be a simple matter, for, on looking at the list of cases, it will be seen that caries is the almost universal 
